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COURT (TSJ) BLOCKED THE CONSULTATIVE REFERENDUM, THE 
ASSEMBLIES WERE A SUCCESS. AT THE ASSEMBLIES GOVERNMENT 
SYMPATHIZERS WATCHED THE BROADCAST OF THE PRESIDENT'S WEEKLY 
SUNDAY TALK SHOW, AND SIGNED PETITIONS FOR THE RECALL OF 
CARACAS METROPOLITAN MAYOR ALFREDO PENA AND TO SUPPORT THE 
CASES AGAINST PRIVATE MEDIA THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS ENTERED 
IN THE TSJ. THE ORGANIZERS ALSO COLLECTED CITIZENS 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT DAMAGES THEY MAY HAVE SUFFERED DURING THE 
60 -PLUS DAY STRIKE. 
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SUMMARY: 



(U) THE GOV STARTED AN INVESTIGATION AGAINST ANOTHER 
INDEPENDENT TELEVISION BROADCASTER. THE STATION STAFF 
GREETED THE OFFICIALS FROM THE MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE 
WITH PROTESTS WHEN THEY ARRIVED TO SERVE THE NOTIFICATION. 

-- (U) GOV ORGANIZERS CLAIMED SUCCESS FOR MINI "PEOPLE'S 
ASSEMBLIES8 HELD FEBRUARY 2. 

END SUMMARY. 
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SUBJECT: VENEZUELA: POLITICAL UPDATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2003 

THE "COUP-MONGERING" OPPOSITION. CHAVEZ HAS ALSO THREATENED 
SEVERAL TIMES IN RECENT WEEKS TO CLOSE STATIONS. 



ALTERNATE- ALTERNATE REFERENDUM 



6. (U) WHILE MILLIONS OF VENEZUELANS SIGNED PETITIONS IN 
OPPOSITION TO PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ FEBRUARY 2, HIS 
SUPPORTERS ORGANIZED MINI "PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLIES" IN 120 
LOCATIONS AROUND THE CAPITAL. ACCORDING TO FIFTH REPUBLIC 
MOVEMENT (MVR) DEPUTY DARIO VIVAS, WHOSE SUIT IN THE SUPREME 
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GOV ANNOUNCES INVESTIGATION AGAINST ANOTHER TV STATION 



4. (U) THE MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE GAVE NOTICE FEBRUARY 5 
TO INDEPENDENT TELEVISION BROADCASTER VENEVISION THAT THE GOV 
HAS OPENED AN ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION AGAINST THE 
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STATION. THE GOV REPRESENTATIVES' DELIVERY OF LEGAL PAPERS 
TO VENENZISION,S OFFICES BECAME AN EXCUSE FOR A PAGEANT BY 
ACTIVISTS FROM BOTH SIDES. DOZENS OF VENEVISION WORKERS 
GREETED THE GOV REPRESENTATIVES WITH SHOUTS, CHANTS AND BY 
BANGING POTS AND PANS TO PROTEST THE GOV'S ACTION. AT THE 
SAME TIME, A SMALL GROUP OF PRO-GOV DEMONSTRATORS ARRIVED AT 
THE STATION TO CHANT PRO- CHAVEZ SLOGANS. VENEVISION BEGAN 
RUNNING SPOTS IN THE AFTERNOON DECLARING THAT THE GOV'S 
ACTION ENDANGERED FREE EXPRESSION, AND THAT THE STATION WOULD 
MAKE NO CONCESSION AND WOULD CONTINUE TO INFORM THE PUBLIC. 

5. (U) THE GOV'S MOVE FOLLOWS MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIOSDADO CABELLO'S FEBRUARY 4 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE GOV WILL 
BEGIN NEW ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS AGAINST ADDITIONAL 
BROADCAST MEDIA OUTLETS, INCLUDING INDEPENDENT RADIO 
BROADCASTER UNIONRADIO. CABELLO HAD EARLIER ANNOUNCED 
INVESTIGATIONS AGAINST PRIVATE TELEVISION STATIONS 
GLOBOVISION AND RCTV. THE ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION IS 
THE FIRST STEP IN POSSIBLE GOV SANCTIONS , INCLUDING FINES OR 
SIMPLY CLOSING THE STATIONS. PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ HAS 
REPEATEDLY COMPLAINED ABOUT TELEVISION PROGRAMMING CRITICAL 
OF HIS GOVERNMENT, DESCRIBING THE PRIVATE MEDIA AS PART OF ' 
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